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Dominican Fishing Industry

Introduction: Few of the study abroad classes before ours have studied fish, and we thought that,
as members of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, we should study fish, With the
guidance of Dr. Thomas Linton, a fish expert from Texas A&M, we decided to study several
aspects of the fish here on the island, Our project covers local fishermen, sport fishing, Carib
Indian fishing practices, and freshwater fish,

Methods: For most of our project, we collected data by talking with Dominicans, Dr. Linton
drove us on our excursions, We traveled to Bioche, a small village, to discuss with members of a
local fishing co-op, We went to Castaways Hotel, the home of the 1999 Dominican International
Sport Fishing Tournament, We went to the Carib reservation and drove about, talking to random
members of the population, To study freshwater fish, we concentrated on the fish in the
Checkhall River. We tried a variety of methods to catch them,

Results: We got the most information in Bioche, the small fishing village, With the help of Jeff,
we were able to locate the president of the fishing co-op and another ranking member of the co-
op, They showed us around and answered our questions, We got to see a man making traps for
red snapper. The trap is made from chicken wire and bamboo poles. Dr. Linton said that it is
similar to snapper traps used in Texas. The fishermen also use nets to catch fish, and they catch
tuna, swordfish, and blue marlins as well as snappers. They have dugout canoes, which are
virtualry tlie same as those used by the original Carib Indians, but they also have boats with
motors. Approximately 300 people live in Bioche, and ninety percent of them fish for a living.
They sell their catches to other villagers, to hotels, to the fisheries department - basically, to
anyone who wants to buy. Different fish have different seasons, so a fisherman can fish all year
long provided he alters his catch so as not to catch fish that are currently out of season. There are
not any government regulations concerning the number of fishermen allowed to fish in these
waters. The government is engaged in a project to improve the Bioche port. They are building
new locker rooms and showers. There are also programs designed to encourage the young people
to stay and work as fishermen. Dr. Linton remarked that the fishing industry seems more stable
here than it does in the United States.

The Dominican International Sport Fishing Tournament will begin 11 June at Castaway
Beach Hotel. This is the fourth year of the annual fishing tournament. The director is Kurt Nose,
who also runs a scuba diving and snorkeling business from Castaways. The tournament has
become more popular every year, as evidenced by the number of sponsors it has. Last year, there
were seven. This year, there aretwenty. The tournament follows a tag and release procedure; all
fish weighing up to 300 pounds are released. We are leaving Dominica shortly before the
tournament begins. It is a shame we could not attend.

Our trip to the Carib reservation was not very productive. We were directed down to the
ocean by some schoolteachers, but there were no fishermen there. We did find the remains of
some fish that had been caught fairly recently, but no one was fishing there that day. Undaunted,
we continued on. We managed to locate the address ofa master boatmaker, but when we arrived
at his house, we were informed that he was not there. We were all a bit frustrated at our inability
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to locate anyone who could tell us about fishing. However, Dr. Linton was later able to procure
an appointment with M, Kent Ouguiste, who is a canoe builder and a candidate for Chief of the
Carib Tribal Council. We have not yet met with him, but we hope to learn more about the Carib
ways of building canoes and fishing when we do get to speak to him.

Our attempts at catching fish were not very successful either. Small gobies live in the
Checkhall River, and we wanted to catch them. First, we tried to catch the fish by seining. That
did not work because the bottom of the river is too rocky. Then Kat tried to catch some fish in a
bucket, and that might have worked if she had had more time, but she, too, was unsuccessful.
Next, we set some funnel traps that Brian had been using to catch herps. We baited them with
salami that was generously donated by Dr. Linton and weighted them down with rocks. The next
day, we checked the traps. We had no fish but several shrimp. Kat noted that the gobies eat
algae, so maybe they were not attracted to the salami bait. Later, we found a report in the lab at
Springfield, done by Scott L. Schlueter of the State University of New York at Syracuse. His
paper provided more information about the fish. He, too, was unable to catch them; he made his
observations while wearing a snorkel mask and sitting in the river. The scientific name of our
goby is Sicydium punctatum; it is a member of the family Gobiidae. It is a diadromous fish,
living part of its life in the ocean and part in the rivers. After the gobies hatch, the larvae go to
the ocean. They metamorphose into juveniles after returning to the mouth of the river, and then
migrate upstream, eventually becoming adults.

Discussion: We learned a great deal about the fishing techniques used by Dominicans by simply
talking with the fishermen. However, we did have some difficulty in tracking down some of the
people we wished to meet. Additional studies could include tourism, such as boats that take
tourists out to fish and companies that provide snorkeling and whale watching services. It would
be interesting to see how many Dominicans are involved in these industries and who their clients
tend to be.

Further study of the freshwater environments would also be interesting. Schlueter noted
that there seems to be an inverse relationship between the numbers of gobies and the numbers of
shrimp in the river. The relationships between the species in the river, especially the goby and
the shrimp, have yet to be explored. More information about the other organisms living in
freshwater habitats and their behaviors could be obtained.
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